Tilden School

An Inclusive Community of Learners
District Attendance Policy

August 1, 2006

Dear Parents, Guardians and Caregivers,

One of the most important factors in your child’s academic success is attendance. For teachers to meet and exceed your expectations, your child must be in school and on time every day.

The motto of the upcoming 2006-2007 academic year is Expect Success! The ongoing Expect Success! project is designed to raise standards, increase equity and dramatically improve teaching and learning in Oakland public schools. At the heart of Expect Success! is a vision of outstanding academic achievement for every child—including yours. We cannot make this vision a reality unless your child is in class every day and ready to learn. We need your help to make this happen. Please read the following guidelines on attendance to help ensure a valuable and meaningful academic experience for your child.

All absences require a note – when your child is absent for any amount of time, you must send him or her back to school with a note signed by you. The note must include your child’s name, the day/s and date/s of the absences, the reason for the absences and your home and work phone numbers.

Under state law, absences are excused only for illness or a death in the immediate family – Some parents are unaware that “going out of town” or “family emergencies” are unexcused absences.

If your child is absent three (3) or more days, a doctor’s note is required – If your child is sick and will be out of school indefinitely, please ask that he or she is assigned to home/hospital instruction. If you must go out of town for more than five (5) days, please request independent study from your school. These rules are designed to help your child keep up with schoolwork and not fall behind.

If your child is more than 30 minutes late to class, it will count as an unexcused absence – Depending on how late a student arrives, a tardy can turn into an entire day unexcused. Tardies are excused for medical reasons.

After three (3) unexcused absences, your child will be classified as a truant – There are escalating consequences for unexcused absences and tardies. Students with excessive absences will be referred to the OUSD School Attendance Review Board (SARB), which engages parents and students to return to school. Failure to address the problem may ultimately lead to a referral to the Alameda County District Attorney’s Office, which may charge truant students and/or parents with violations of state law.

Working together we can achieve our common goal of making this school year an extraordinarily positive and productive time for our students. If you have any questions about attendance policies, please contact Tilden School at (510) 879-1560.

Thank you for your assistance,
Joslin Johnson, Principal
From Kimberly Statham, Ph.D.

Chief Academic Officer, Oakland Unified School District

